June 3, 2021
New and Returning Members of The Spirit & Pride of Pennsylvania!,
It’s that time again to start making your plans to be a part of the 2021 edition of the Spirit and Pride of Pennsylvania.  We have an exciting year planned.
Regarding our 2021 season, I want to take a moment to personally invite you to be a member of this outstanding organization.  This season will be exciting as always, with numerous opportunities to showcase our student talent.  In addition to our home football games, we will travel to three exhibition performances to feature our band.  Enclosed is a TENTATIVE schedule so you can plan ahead.  Be aware that this schedule is subject to change and that a final schedule will be given to you at band camp.  All members are expected to attend all events. Contact Dr. Brennan immediately if you discover a conflict so that this can be resolved quickly.

Please be sure to read through all of this letter.  While it contains a LOT of information, it is ALL important.

The Marching Band Member Information Sheet is now an online form.  Fill it out by July 15 to make sure you have a spot in the marching drill.  Find it at https://music.mansfield.edu/student-resources.cfm.  We cannot accept members who do not submit this information form, even if you have registered because the drill and music are written and selected before you even arrive for band camp and are based on the forms received.  Also, this form reserves your dorm room and meals for the camp, so be sure to fill out the form completely and submit it by July 15.
Marching Band Health Form: this must be completed and brought to camp – due August 14. The .pdf form is available at https://music.mansfield.edu/student-resources.cfm. 
Our band staff this year will consist of Dr. Adam Brennan, Director of Bands, and Dr. Nathan Rinnert, Assistant Director of Bands.   
A note to our prospective members: the Spirit & Pride rehearses three times per week for a total of just four hours and on some Saturday mornings before events.  We have a great deal of FUN because we WORK HARD and PERFORM TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY.  The organization is open to all MU students regardless of major.  If you play an instrument, spin flag, rifle, or dance, you can be a member of our group.  Make the commitment, stick to it, and be a part of something spectacular!  It is hard work, but it is the best feeling to perform when it all comes together!
All band members receive one credit for participating in the organization by signing up for MEN 3331.  Be sure to register for this course under the appropriate number to ensure you receive the credit. Participation in marching band counts for one Unity & Diversity of Humanity credit (in Strand 2:  Environmental, Economic, Social, and Personal Sustainability) for non-music majors.  All members should register for band for insurance purposes when we travel.  If you have not registered, you may add the course in the first week of classes.  New freshmen should request this course be added during their Orientation visit. Students registered for more than 18 credits may opt to audit the course.  All members must either register for credit or audit the course.
One crucial note to everyone: it is important that you make a commitment to the band that lasts the entire season.  When one member quits unexpectedly, or if a member has to be removed because of a negative attitude, it impacts the entire group.  Individuals who sign up for band and quit during camp will be assessed an additional fee for meals during camp.  There is a simple solution, and that is to make your mind up that you are going to be a proud member of our marching band.  If you start in the group, we expect you to finish the season.  If you have doubts, it may be better to not get involved in something you are not committed to doing.  Be assured our staff and members help each other.  Our membership is diverse in their experience and we will help every member achieve their absolute best.  What we need from you to be successful is a positive attitude and a willingness to work hard to achieve excellence. Do you want to be excellent?  Then we want you in our organization!
Regarding class conflicts: There are no single section courses that conflict with marching band or overlap the class.  Because of this, all students are expected to arrange their schedules appropriately so that they can be at all rehearsals.  If you have a conflict and cannot resolve it, see Dr. Brennan for assistance.  It is possible to arrange your schedule to fit band!
Please note the check-in dates for various parts of the band. 
· Student Staff and Drum Majors check in Tuesday, August 10, 1:00-3:00pm.  First staff meeting begins at 3:30pm in Butler 136

· Percussion check in Wednesday, August 11,, 1:00-3:00pm.  Part-placement auditions begin at 3:30 in Steadman Theater (Butler)  
· Color Guard check in Wednesday, August 11,, 1:00-3:00pm.  First rehearsal is at 3:30pm on the Steadman Theater parking lot (above Butler)
· Brass and Woddwind member check in Saturday, August 14, 1:00-3:00pm.  Dinner is on your own.  First meeting and rehearsal for the entire band is at 6:15pm in Steadman Theater 
You must check in during the assigned times.  You will not be allowed into your room prior to or after these times.
Regarding music & drill: Music will be available on D2L in August.  We will also have parts available at camp.  Individual drill coordinate charts will be passed out as we learn drill at camp.  You will also be able to print out your own coordinate chart (if you lose the initial one) from files available on D2L.  Drill charts and coordinate charts will not be available on D2L until August 14.  Your section leader can help with all of this when you report to camp.  
Regarding meals:  members will have lunch and dinner covered Monday through Friday during the main week of camp.  Early arrivals (Percussion, Staff, Guard) will have lunch and dinner meals provided Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  All weekend meals for the early arrivals will be the responsibility of the individual members.  As these meals are very expensive, please eat in the cafeteria Monday through Friday for lunch and dinner.  Breakfast items (cereal, milk, juice, breakfast bars, etc.) are provided by the band fraternity and sorority, and are available each morning at the pavilion next to the marching band field by 8:00am.  Weekend meals can be purchased through the university cafeteria with cash if you choose. Follow the university schedule for meal plan start-up.  Once university meal plans start, all members are responsible for their own meals.
SHOES: All members must have the black DINKLES marching shoes. Shoes will be sent to MU and be ready when you arrive, but you must order by July 30th!  Cost is roughly $30.00.  Color guard members should buy Dinkles shoes as well.  Go to http://www.allthingsband.com/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=15 (Dinkles Glide Mansfield University) to order your shoes.  Shoes will be shipped automatically to MU Bands and you will pick these up AT CAMP!
Auditions for ensemble placement in Concert Wind Ensemble, Orchestra, Jazz Band, Concert Choir, and Festival Chorus will take place during the last few days of marching band camp.  Music majors are REQUIRED to audition.  All others are encouraged to audition for spots in these ensembles.  Audition materials can be found at the bottom of https://music.mansfield.edu/student-resources.cfm. Start preparing now!

  
One last item: marching band is a physical activity.  Show up for camp in good physical shape.  Camp will be hot and the days will seem long; however, this is where we do the biggest chunk of our drill and music instruction.  We can really “hit the ground running” if everyone will make plans to increase your own strength and endurance and prepare mentally and physically for this activity.  Be sure to print off and complete the health form found on the music department web page.  Also, please attend to the “what to bring” to camp page in this letter/packet. 

We look forward to seeing you this season.  Enjoy your summer and remember to strive for the highest!
Best Regards,

Dr. Adam Brennan, Dir. of Bands 


Dr. Nathan Rinnert, Asst. Dir. of Bands
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TENTATIVE 2021 Marching Season Schedule
Band Camp:  

August 10 
Staff check in* 1:00-3:00, 3:30 training
Band Camp 

August 11
Percussion and color guard check in* 1:00-3:00, 3:30 

auditions/rehearsals


Band Camp

August 14  
All winds and brass check in* 1:00-3:00, 6:15 

meeting/rehearsal
*Check in window is solid and may not happen outside of the 1-3pm window.  Report to assigned residence during that time.  Report to Butler Music Center for instructions and meetings at 3:30 pm on check in days.  Dinner is on your own the night of check in and will go from 5:00 pm to 6:15 pm.  Report back to Butler Center at 6:15 pm.
See Camp Schedule below
August 
23
Monday
Classes begin, Marching Band at 3:30 pm!

September
4
Saturday
Standstill Performance in Gaines, PA

Afternoon
18 
Saturday 
Home Game




7:00pm kick-off

25
Saturday
Home Game (Homecoming)


7:00pm kick-off









(PRISM Fri @ 7:00 &










Sun @ 2:30)
October 
16
Saturday
Home Game 




1:00pm kick-off


November

6
Saturday
Home Game




1:00pm kick-off
December

1
Wednesday
Band Banquet 
- Steadman Theater

5-7pm
Dates will be confirmed by the first day of classes.  We will make every effort to coordinate outside performances with game weekends so you have free weekends when possible.

Do not schedule trips or work for dates marked as tentative.  All band members are expected to participate in all performances.

Band Fees
All new members of The Spirit & Pride pay a $55.00 fee.  Returning members pay a $45.00 fee.  This fee should be paid on the first full day of marching band camp, Saturday, August 17.  Checks should be made payable to the MU Marching Band.  Fees cover the costs listed below:

· Band shirt for new members.  This is worn under the uniform at all performances.

· Camp meals

· To defray travel

· Defray costs of the band banquet and awards

· Instrument repair and maintenance
Instruments

MU has some instruments for student use.  Contact Dr. Brennan or Dr. Rinnert for information and reservation of instruments.  We encourage music education majors to explore areas like color guard to gain valuable experience for when you become a band director!
What to Bring for Camp

(All personal belongings for the year to move into the dorm rooms!

(Water bottles or canteens for rehearsals
(Food for breakfast, snacks, or any special diet needs
(Sun block or tanning lotion, etc. 

(Hats, sweatbands, sunglasses, etc. 

(Shorts and other cool clothing

(Comfortable and sturdy shoes for marching (NO BARE FEET OR 

    SANDALS ALLOWED)

(Instrument and equipment (Unless you need one from us!)

(Music Flip Folder (We have a limited supply for purchase) 

(Excitement, Energy and a Positive Attitude!!!!

Tentative Band Camp Schedule 2021
TUESDAY, AUGUST 10
1:00-3:00pm 
Select staff, drum majors and graduate assistants arrive, check into housing.

3:30 pm 
Staff training and meetings begin and continue until 9:00pm

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11
Staff training continues 9:00am to 9:00pm in Butler Music Center

1:00-3:00pm 
Check-in for Percussion and Guard
3:30-6:00pm 
Placement Auditions and dinner on your own
6:15pm 
Warm up Manual, Cadence and Technique Session

· Percussion Schedule for Thursday, Friday and Saturday will be given at camp.    

Expect all day rehearsals and technique building!                                                        

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14
1:00-3:00pm 
Woodwind and Brass Check into Residence Halls. No students will be allowed  

                     
to check-in before or after these times.



Dinner on your own with family

6:15pm
General meeting in Steadman with all Band Members

7:00pm 
Instrument Check-Out, Stage; Music Distribution, Room 136; Color Guard 

Basics, Behind Steadman Theatre

7:30pm 
Music Rehearsal on top Steadman Parking Lot
SUNDAY, AUGUST 15
1:00pm 
Full Band Basics, Band Field. Bring ALL Equipment. 


   
Pit on Steadman Theatre Stage

5:00pm 
Dinner

6:15pm 
First Drill Sets & Music Rehearsal, Band Field
MONDAY, AUGUST 16 through THURSDAY, AUGUST 19
8:00am

Breakfast available at the Band Field Pavilion

8:30am 
All Brass and Winds Marching Fundamentals: Band Field (with 

             
instruments). All Percussion to Loading Dock Area or Steadman Lot for 
Fundamentals.  All Auxiliary to Steadman Lot for Fundamentals. 

10:00am 
Break

10:15am 
Full Band on Band Field
11:45am 
Lunch

1:00pm 
Full Band on Band Field
3:00pm 
Break

3:15pm 
Full Band on Band Field
4:45pm 
Dinner

6:15pm 
Full Band on Band Field
8:00pm 
Full band at Steadman Parking Lot
We will mix in periods for sectionals and alternative instruction as needed.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20
Breakfast on your own
9:30am

Freshmen report to your department meetings (Music majors in Butler 163).



Notify the presenter that you need to leave at 10:15am

10:15am
Upperclassmen report to the front of Straughn Auditorium

10:15am
Freshmen – leave your department meetings and head directly to Straughn Hall
10:45am
Pre-Convocation Performance

11:00am
Convocation begins in Straughn

11:45am
Post-Convocation Performance

Noon

Picnic on the Straughn Lawn

1:30pm
Full Band on Band Field

3:00pm 
Break

3:15pm 
Full Band on Band Field

4:45pm 
Dinner

6:15pm 
Full Band on Band Field

8:00pm 
Full band at Steadman Parking Lot

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21
8:00am

Breakfast available at the Band Field Pavilion

8:30am 
All Brass and Winds Marching Fundamentals: Band Field (with 

             
instruments). All Percussion to Steadman Lot for Fundamentals. All Auxiliary to 
Steadman Lot for Fundamentals. 

10:00am 
Break

10:15am 
Full Band on Band Field

11:45am 
Lunch

1:00pm 
Full Band on Band Field

3:00pm 
Break

3:15pm 
Full Band on Band Field

5:00pm 
Dinner


6:00pm 
Evening free (Floor Meetings, Required orientation activities!)

6:30 pm 
Auditions for music majors not in marching band

Auditions for Concert Wind Ensemble, Orchestra, and Jazz Band will take place during afternoon/evening rehearsals and dinner breaks on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, in Butler 136.  Percussion will audition on Sunday morning.  Music majors are REQUIRED to audition.  All others invited and encouraged to audition for positions in these ensembles.  Etudes/solos to prepare found under “Fall Ensemble Placement Auditions” at https://music.mansfield.edu/student-resources.cfm. Auditions will consist of the prepared etudes, scales, and sight-reading.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22
10-11:30am
Percussion Auditions for Ensembles, Butler Rm. 136
1:00pm
Full Band on Band Field

5:00pm 
End

Auditions for Concert Choir will take place on Saturday and Sunday.  See Dr. Dettwiler’s board to sign up for a time, or contact her at pdettwil@mansfield.edu.  She also requires Festival Chorus members to vocalize for her (not an audition) – sign up for a time.
